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ABSTRACT

Policy of Removing Peace Walls and
Interface Communities

Norie FUKUI

Promoting good relations between the Unionist/Loyalist and Nationalist/
Republican communities has become an integral part of post-conflict society
in Northern Ireland. After the signing of the Belfast Agreement in 1998,
various efforts have been made by the Irish, Northern Irish and British
governments and the EU to overcome the deep divisions that have persisted
between two communities. In the stage of post-conflict reconstruction, they
have put a high priority on improving community relations.

Since the late 2000s, the measures to remove the peace walls that stand in
interface areas have become one of the most important political agendas for
the Northern Irish government. Peace walls are a series of barriers that
were erected in interface areas to reduce tensions between two communities.
Temporary peace walls have stood since the 1920s, but the majority were
built after the beginning of the conflict in 1969. Most of them have remained
standing for over 30 years and some were even erected after the peace
agreement in 1998. They become iconic symbols of Belfast and its conflict. By
taking down the walls, the government intends to transform the deeply
divided working-class residential areas or interface communities from “place
of confrontation” to “places for interaction”.

However, these measures have not always been supported by local

communities. Despite continuous effort by the authorities, discrepancies exist
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between government policies and local communities, where many residents
remember and share stories of the conflict. In this milieu, the community
organisation plays a key role in the decision of removing the walls.

The method of data collection in this paper is document research and
fieldwork. I review the policies that have been implemented in recent years
with the aim of removing the boundaries of two communities based on the
reports issued by statutory bodies and research institutions. I also use an
ethnographic approach to understand why some communities do not have
positive reactions towards the policies. Since the early 2000s, I have
conducted field research to become familiar with the culture, customs, and
tradition of the local people, and I have engaged in local activities. In this
paper, I interview to a key figure of community work in interface community
from 2017 to 2019.

This paper is organized as follows. The first section examines the
documents on how the peace walls appeared in urban spaces and how they
were closely related to conflict and the areas of confrontation. Then, the
government policies and public awareness of the existence of the peace walls,
especially among the residents living in the interface communities, will be
explained. The following section discusses a role of meso-level organization,
an organizer of community centre, as a mediator between residents and the
government to clarify why the removal of the peace walls has not progressed
in some communities. For them, a priority lies in building social network
among the residents in their community and therefore single-work, rather
than cross-work activities, are regarded as the key policy for a better

community building.





