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Neighborhood Organizations in the Context of
Municipal Social Education in the Early Post-War
and High-Growth Period: Focusing on the Discourse
on Neighborhood-Level Basis of Social Education and

Kominkan

HISAI Eisuke

Most of discourses on neighborhood
groups in the context of social education
(adult education) in the early post-war and
high-growth period in Japan concentrated
on social education groups such as youth
groups and women’s groups. On the contrary,
neighborhood organizations such as rural and
urban neighborhood groups (Buraku-kai and
Chonai-kai) and residents’ associations (Jichi-
kai) were not referred to so often. These
neighborhood organizations were, however,
closely related to municipal social education
and community learning centers (Kominkan).
The discussions on the relationship between
neighborhood organizations and municipal
social education have been accumulated
independently according to each topic. This
article aims to present an overview of these
discussions, and to clarify common framework
of perception on neighborhood organizations
for social education staffs and researchers in
those periods.

In the early post-war period, kominkans
were needed to play a role to raise political

consciousness as residents of “a city,” “a

74

town” or “a village”. At the same time,
kominkans were also needed to play various
roles based on solidarity of neighborhood.
On the other hand, neighborhood solidarity
and organizations were often blamed for
oppression and irrationality in the traditional
neighborhood communities. Therefore,
Jichi-kai newly established in the areas of
apartment buildings in suburbs, and Jichi-
Kominkan (residents’ autonomous Kominkan)
newly established in rural areas held up the
ideal of “residents’ autonomy” (Jichi) to remove
oppression and irrationality.

In 1970s, the “policy for ideal communities”
by the Ministry of Home Affairs attracted
attention of social education staffs and
researchers, and neighborhood solidarity
was perceived as a positive concept to
overcome the alienation of humanity in the
rapid industrialization. On the contrary, the
aim to overcome oppression and irrationality
accompanying neighborhood groups, and the
expectation for kominkan to raise political

” o«

consciousness as residents of “a city,” “a town”

or “a village” came to be paid less attention.
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Additionally, most of social education staffs and
researchers believed pure solidarity among
neighborhood based on learning activities, but
they didn't discuss the relation between this
type of solidarity and “governance system of
community”. Moreover, they didn't pay much
attention to the viewpoint of social class when

they were discussing those topics above.

This article only presents a historical
overview and extract a framework of
perception of social education staffs and
researchers, but it will contribute to reorganize
the findings of former historical studies which

were too detailed and separated each other.
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