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A History of Japanese Adult Schools in the Early Post-
war Period: Focusing on the Cases in Small Cities,

Towns, and Villages

HISATI Eisuke

Adult schools, a kind of social education
projects, had spread in the early post-war
period in Japan. The characteristics of adult
schools in this period are so contradictory;
adult schools were appreciated as a suitable
model of social education project for the social
and educational setting of metropolises or
large cities, but they were also held in many
small cities, towns, and villages.

To provide clear explanation for the
contradictory characteristics, the present
study discusses what kind of social context
influenced the opening of adult schools in
small-scale municipalities, and what kind of
functions they had in those municipalities.
The present study will contribute not only
to the history of adult schools themselves,
but to the whole historical picture of social
education in the early post-war period.

In 1953, The Social Education Bureau
in the Ministry of Education claimed in
their annual report that adult schools
should offer high-level, systematic, and
diversified learning courses, and which were
suitable for metropolises and large cities
where it was difficult to disseminate social
education activities. At the same time, the
Bureau pointed out that not a few small
municipalities held adult schools which
did not meet the requirement the Bureau
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claimed. The idea that “adult schools are
suitable for the social and educational setting
of metropolises and large cities” was formed
after the appearance of this problem derived
from the dissemination of adult schools in the
beginning of 1950s.

To discuss this issue in detail, the present
study investigates three cases: Ashibetsu
Town(City) in Hokkaido Prefecture,
Hayashima Town in Okayama Prefecture, and
Takefu City in Fukui Prefecture. These cases
show us four findings. Firstly, adult schools
in small municipalities were promoted by
the Prefectural Board of Education and the
Civil Division, in the same way as the cases
of metropolises and large cities. Secondly,
adult schools were often cooperated closely
with komimkans(i.e.,, community learning
centers). Thirdly, adult schools were expected
as educational opportunity for graduates of
junior high schools who did not enter senior
high schools. Fourthly, in some cases adult
schools were held in many small venues to
meet the need of residents, but it is assumed
that this system made it difficult to manage
adult schools.

Adult schools in the beginning of 1950s
were developping under the expectation as an
innovative model of social education project,
and this model was not limited as those for



AR - BT IR B U 2 e IR N E AR O B) A

metropolises or large cities. Therefore, this
model was adopted also by many small cities,
towns, and villages.
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