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Datafication and Education Policy: International Trends
and Implications for Research in Japan

SAKAMOTO Jun

The digitization of school education has
garnered significant attention in Japanese
educational policy research. However, there
is a dearth of studies that review foreign
research on this topic. This paper introduces
“Learning to live with Datafication: Educational
Case Studies and Initiatives from Across the
World” (2022) by Pangrazio and Sefton-Green,
and assesses its implications for educational
policy research in Japan.

Pangrazio et al. define datafication as “the
process in which actions and behaviors are
transformed into data that can be recorded,
categorized, or even exploited by governments
and private companies.” Datafication is not

limited to schools; it affects society as a whole

and is frequently linked to social inequality.
While Japanese education policy research
typically concentrates on government and
business community educational policy
documents, Pangrazio et al. emphasize the
need to comprehensively understand what’
s happening in schools by considering the
impact of adoption, usage, and interpretation
by a broader range of social actors. They also
stress the importance of a children’s rights
perspective in the digital world.

In Japan, the digital citizenship education
movement has prompted initiatives at school
sites to address the digitalization of education.
This phenomenon should be a focal point for

future educational policy research.
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