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A Study on the Framework for Japanese-Style

Multicultural Education

MATSUO Tomoaki

With the advent of the “immigration age”
according to the amendment of the Immigration
Control Act in 2018, the issue of multicultural
conviviality has entered a new phase in Japan.
So far, the acceptance of children with ties to
foreign children in schools and Japanese
language education has been developed as a
coping strategy, but as Japanese society
becomes even more multicultural, there is a
need to shift from the education of foreign
children to full-fledged multicultural education.

The purpose of this paper is to present the
framework of Japanese-style multicultural
education from the perspective of reexamining
“Japaneseness” and to make recommendations
for education in Japan.

Whiteness studies provides a basis for the
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creation of the concept of Japaneseness, which
is defined as the invisible cultural practices,
ways of seeing and thinking, and structural
privileges of the majority. Japanese-style
multicultural education re-examines the
Japaneseness, uncovers the voices of various
minorities that have been silenced, and creates
a new Inclusive Japanese narrative. By
examining such a framework for Japanese-style
multicultural education, recommendations are
made for Japanese education.

As we enter the second stage of the
immigration era, it is necessary to promote
educational reform based on the Japanese-style
multicultural education in order to create a
society where everyone can live as they are,

regardless of their differences.





