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ABSTRACT

Designing International Education in the
Age of Globalization

-A Synthesis of the International Comparative
Study by the JICA and the NIER-

Tomoaki MATSUO

As globalization progresses and a rapidly changing and difficult-to-predict
society arrives, there is an increasing demand to develop the qualities and
abilities of global citizens who can survive in a world where answers are
elusive. Based on international comparative surveys conducted by the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the National Institute for
Educational Policy Research (NIER), this paper focuses on the flow of
educational administration at the national, regional and learning environment as
a macro-meso-micro process, examines the design of curriculum and conditions,
and discusses the design of various contemporary issues in Japan The purpose
of this study is to obtain suggestions for cross-curricular learning on
contemporary issues in Japan.

The suggestions obtained from this study are as follows:

(1) Regarding curriculum design, it is important to link the content with
the abilities and qualities in the process from macro to micro, and to provide
guidelines and general frameworks as standards, while ensuring sufficient room
for creativity and discretion in the meso- and micro-levels;

(2) Regarding the design of conditions for Regarding the design of the
conditions, in order to realize diverse learning that meets the needs of local

communities and schools, it is necessary to further improve the following
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systems: (D development and provision of materials and resources, 2 securing
time for lesson planning and understanding of learning outcomes, @ teacher
training for effective design of learning environments, and (4) the creation of a
system that allows schools to develop and provide a wide variety of distinctive
educational practices.

(3) It is important to support schools to become “learning organizations”
by building a micro-meso-macro structure that enables diverse and distinctive

educational practices in schools.



