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The History of an Adult School in a Local City:
A Case Study on Sapporo City Adult School

HISAI Eisuke

The author has presented the case studies
of adult schools in large municipalities in the
three major metropolitan areas in post-war
Japan, as well as in small cities and towns/
villages, and has examined the outline and
history of transition of these programs.
However, the author has not examined the
history of adult schools in local cities outside
the three metropolitan areas. Therefore, in
this paper, we focus on the adult school in
Sapporo City.

The previous studies on the Sapporo Adult
School clarified the forms and contents of
educational activities of the school. However,
these previous studies did not describe the
history of adult schools in the 1990s (the
Sapporo Adult school were abolished in the
end of 1990s ), nor did they examine them
based on detailed data such as courses offered
and attributes of students. Furthermore, they
did not go into an analysis of the position of
adult schools in the overall picture of social
education administration of Sapporo City.
Neither did they go into an analysis of their
relationship with local actors outside the
administration (specifically, the local media),
or a comparative analysis of Sapporo City
Adult School and adult schools in other
municipalities.

This study examines the development of
the Sapporo City Adult School, and the
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characteristics of its students population and
its transformation utilizing quantitative data.
This study also conducts comparative analysis
on adult schools in Sapporo and in large
municipalities in the three major metropolitan
areas.

The Sapporo City Adult Schools have
basically followed the same path as adult
schools in large municipalities in the three
major metropolitan areas, both in terms of
the student population and its changes, and in
terms of the process from its establishment
to its abolition. However, the transformation
of the student population (especially the aging
of the student population) occurred much
later than in the three major metropolitan
areas. From a macroscopic perspective, adult
schools in large cities underwent a similar
process of transformation from their
establishment to their abolitions. However, we
can find a considerable time gap in the speed
and timing of transformations among these
cities.

In Sapporo, the local media frequently
provided citizens with information on the
adult school (course offerings, course
applications, and some problems in the adult
school, etc.), which served as a cooperative
activity with the social education
administration. With the support of the local
media, the Sapporo City Adult School was



positioned as the “core of social education”
until the early 1980s.

With the diversification of municipal social
education programs and the increase in adult
learning opportunities offered by universities
and private companies, the expected role of

WIS B B N AL DAL & ]

adult schools became unclear. On the other
hand, the Sapporo City Adult school played
the role of “seed bed” for the establishment of
new municipal social education programs, and
for wvarious types of alumni associations
formed by graduates of the Adult School.
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