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From International Exchange Learning to Global
Citizenship Education in the Digital Age: A Reflection

for New Research

SAKAMOTO Jun

Our research project has mainly focused on
video letter exchanges and teaching English
using a combination of different subjects
(CLIL) between Asahi Elementary School in
Tadami, Fukushima Prefecture and New
Chandikadevi Basic School in Nepal. However,
we, the people working on the project, have
also seen problems of poverty, fewer and
fewer people living in the area, climate
change, and not enough technology in the
schools. These realities call for new research
methods that include the community. At the
same time, researchers and teachers have
had to realize that they are responsible for
achieving the goals of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Program.To address
these issues, it IS necessary to use action
research methods.

UNESCO says that "action research is
about researching action through action.
They describe it as a systematic research
method. Specifically, they say that you should
define the problem and question to be
addressed. Then, you should reflect on how
to address it. You should also plan a new way

of dealing with it. Next, you should monitor
your alternative approach. After that, you
should evaluate your action. Finally, you
should communicate the results. If the results
are satisfactory, you should change the
practice.

We need to align this research project with
UNESCO's global citizenship education in the
digital age. We also need to examine the
goals and the steps needed to reach them.The
first step in conducting action research is to
clarify the goals, target, methods, and plan
for implementation. If the project is to change
from international exchange learning to
global citizenship education in the digital age
that includes international exchange, then the
goals, targets, methods, and implementation
plan of the research should also be developed.
Although the focus has been on school-to-
school exchanges, it is necessary to develop
several learning modules tailored to the
Japanese curriculum guidelines and ESD
context. These modules should be
implemented and verified in several schools.
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