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ABSTRACT

A Study on Interdisciplinary Curriculum
Design:
Focusing on International Education

in South Korea

Tomoaki MATSUO

This paper examines Korea's international education as a case study to
analyze interdisciplinary curriculum design and supporting conditions at three
levels: national (macro), local authorities and support organizations (meso), and
schools (micro). In Korea, curriculum reform centered on competency
development has advanced, with “core competencies” as its foundation. Flexible
institutional frameworks—such as grade clusters, subject clusters, creative
experiential activities, the free semester system, and an expansion of school-
based discretionary time—enable interdisciplinary learning. Although
international education is not institutionalized as a distinct subject under the
label of “global citizenship education,” its elements are embedded across
subjects and activities through areas such as democratic citizenship education,
multicultural education, and education for environment and sustainable
development. At the local level, education offices support practice through
independent planning, designation of model schools, teacher training, and
development of teaching materials, complemented by external organizations
that provide training and resources. At the school level, particularly in
innovative and alternative schools, teachers collaborate through professional
development to implement integrated and practice-oriented international

education tailored to local needs. Overall, the study highlights the effectiveness
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of a decentralized structure in which macro, meso, and micro levels are closely

interconnected.



