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Toward the Integration of Digital Citizenship Education

and the Ethics of Care

SAKAMOTO Jun

This paper theorizes how care ethics can be
articulated as a core principle of Digital
Citizenship Education (DCE) , arguing that DCE
should be framed not only as risk management
or “information morals” but as relational practice
grounded in listening to voices that are easily
silenced in digital life and schooling.

Building on Carol Gilligan's account of care
ethics as a relational ethics of voice — and on
later revisions that reject a simple “men/justice
vs. women/care” binary — the paper treats care
ethics as a human ethics that remains politically
feminist in origin and implication. It then draws
on Joan Tronto's critique of confining care to
private morality, positioning care as a matter of
citizenship and democracy that calls for
institutional and policy-level redesign rather than
individual virtue alone.

Against this theoretical backdrop, the paper
examines limits of representative Japanese
“information moral education” (Sakai et al,
2015) , where pedagogy tends to remain at
trouble avoidance rather than reciprocal care or
collective responsibility. To sharpen the contrast,
the paper engages O'Reilly and colleagues’
proposal of a “digital ethics of care,” developed
through qualitative work with young people that
highlights how social media can support care
relations while amplifying harms such as
cyberbullying and moral disengagement. Their

child-as-interviewer methodology illustrates

care-oriented DCE that prioritizes open dialogue,
peer influence, and scenario-based learning
beyond simplistic safety slogans.

Finally, the paper extends care ethics to school
institutions by drawing on Nel Noddings' claim
that schooling itself should be reorganized
around care, proposing school libraries as a
particularly generative site for care-centered
DCE. Drawing on Harper’'s account of school
librarians as providers of pastoral care, it argues
that library spaces and practices such as
bibliotherapy can cultivate caring, responsible
digital participation. Overall, the paper proposes
“digital care ethics” as a conceptual bridge
linking DCE to democratic citizenship,
foregrounding voice, dialogue, and institutional

conditions for mutual care.
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